Violence Against Women Act Reauthorization Sample Letter
The Honorable Representative’s Name
United States House of Representatives

Dear [Representative’s Name]:

Over the past 10 years Congress has responded positively and effectively to help end domestic violence in our communities by funding Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) programs. VAWA programs such as the National Domestic Violence Hotline, battered women’s shelters, and increased trainings for police, prosecutors and court officials have all contributed to the decline in domestic violence since VAWA was first authorized in 1994.  VAWA is more than good social policy; it is also good fiscal policy. The first VAWA, authorized in 1994, saved nearly $14.8 billion in net averted social costs.
In recent years the success of these programs has resulted in a growing demand for services, with more victims and their children being referred to agencies every day.  However, this September the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) will expire. If Congress does not reauthorize and strengthen VAWA, thousands of local communities, law enforcement agencies, prosecutors and victims assistance programs will lose valuable Federal support to ending domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking. 
In addition to reauthorizing existing VAWA programs, we hope that you will support legislation that develops innovative VAWA programs to ensure that victims of domestic violence and their children can sustain safe housing, have better access to public benefits, receive legal assistance and provide a safe workplace. The reauthorization of VAWA gives Congress a unique opportunity to continue and expand successful programs that further the safety and stability of the lives of survivors of domestic violence. 

Without VAWA programs, women and children in [your Congressional district] cannot access the services they need to escape from violence.  During the past decade, VAWA has saved lives and helped millions of women and children find safety, security and self-sufficiency.  
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact [your name and program].  We look forward to working with you on these important issues.

Sincerely,

Your Name and Organization









