Sample Letter to Congress to Preserve the VOCA FUND

Date
The Honorable [Senator’s/Representative’s Name]

United States [Senate/House of Representatives]

Washington, DC [20510/20515]
Dear [Senator’s/Representative’s Name]:

I wish to draw your attention to the critical importance of preserving the Victims of Crime Act Fund. The Victims of Crime Act (VOCA), enacted in 1984 under President Ronald Reagan, created the Victims of Crime Act Fund, commonly referred to as the VOCA Fund. 
The VOCA Fund is a vital, non-taxpayer funding source for services that help crime victims cope with the trauma and aftermath of all types of crimes. VOCA funds consist of fines and penalties collected from federal offenders, not money collected from taxpayers. VOCA dollars are distributed to the states to support two important types of programs: crime victim compensation programs, which pay many of the out-of-pocket expenses incurred by victims as a result of crime, and victim assistance programs, which provide victims with support and guidance in the aftermath of crime.
Since its creation in 1984, the VOCA Fund has proven to be critically successful in assisting crime victims.

· More than 4400 local agencies from all 50 states depend on the VOCA Fund assistance grants to serve over 4 million crime victims each year.

· VOCA Funds are the only Federal assistance program that helps ALL victims of crime, including victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, stalking, robbery, gang violence, drunk driving, identity theft, child abuse, fraud, and survivors of homicide victims.
· The VOCA Fund does not depend on taxpayer dollars but is supplied from fines and penalties on offenders at the federal level.
· VOCA funds also provide money to the Children’s Justice Act to improve the investigation and prosecution of child abuse cases; the U.S. Attorney’s victim/witness coordinators who provide assistance to victims involved in Federal criminal prosecutions; the F.B.I. victim assistance specialists and the Federal victim notification system. 
The President’s Budget for 2006 would rescind $1.3 billion dollars from the VOCA Fund and redirect that money to the general fund. This action would result in $0 VOCA dollars available to reimburse state agencies, local programs, and crime victims in 2007. Failing to preserve the VOCA Fund will have a devastating impact on state and local victim assistance programs and crime victims’ compensation programs. Many programs in every state across the country will lose vital funding and may have to discontinue critical services to victims of crime or be forced to close entirely.

If VOCA funds are eliminated, programs in your district will [explain the impact a loss of VOCA funds will have on your organization such as loss of staff, turning away victims, discontinue services, etc]
Congress must save the VOCA Fund for future crime victims. As a constituent, I urge you to protect this vital funding source by rejecting the Administration’s proposal to rescind the VOCA Fund balance. Congress has an opportunity to reaffirm its 20-year commitment to assisting crime victims by protecting the VOCA balance and continuing to fund these vital crime victim assistance programs.

Sincerely,

Your Name

Organization
