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· Thanks to Congress’ commitment to helping victims of domestic violence, state and local domestic violence programs have positively impacted the lives of millions of women and children.  

· Due to the successes of these programs and the improved response of the criminal justice system, more victims are seeking help than ever before.

· In addition to saving lives, VAWA ’94 saved taxpayers at least $14.8 billion in net averted social costs.  Thus while we recognize the fiscal restraint required in this year’s tight budget, ending domestic violence by supporting these successful and cost-effective programs must be a priority.  

· The Family Violence Protection and Services Act (FVPSA) funds life-saving emergency shelters, crisis lines, counseling, and victim assistance.  

· In an effort to address the needs of children, Congress made changes to FVPSA when they authorized the Keeping Children and Families Safe Act last year, requiring a percentage of FVPSA funding to go to children’s programs.  Unfortunately, FVPSA programs and shelters only received $126.7 million in fiscal year ‘05, nearly $50 million below the authorized level.  

· Talk about the need for emergency shelter and children’s services in your community.

· In order to meet the increased demand for core services and break the cycle of violence through children’s initiatives, we are asking Congress to fully fund FVPSA programs at $175 million in the fiscal year 2006 Congressional Budget.  

· Grants to Combat Violence Against Women fund police officers, prosecutors, courts, and other state and local programs, and are the single largest source of funding for states to combat violence against women.  These grants fund the STOP (Service, Training, Officers, and Prosecution) Grant Program, which emphasizes a coordinated, community approach to reducing violence against women on a local level.  

· Despite the importance of these grants, earmarks have cut STOP grants by $16.1 million from fiscal year ‘03 levels.  Talk about how these cuts affected local programs in your community.

· To ensure that funding cuts and earmarks do not hurt the progress we have made toward ending domestic violence, we are asking Congress to restore the cuts to STOP by appropriating the authorized level of $185 million.  

· Since transitional housing is crucial in helping victims of domestic violence take control of their lives and is a separately authorized program, Congress should fund transitional housing at $30 million and give it its own line item in the budget.
· The Victims of Crime Act Fund (VOCA) is a key funding source for services to victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, child abuse, and other offenses that helps them deal with the trauma and aftermath of crime.  This fund is not taxpayer money but rather consists of fines and penalties from offenders.  The President’s budget would maintain the VOCA cap at $650 million but eliminates the entire balance of the VOCA Fund, destabilizing this vital source of funding.
· Talk about the importance of VOCA funding to your programs.
· We are asking Congress to raise the VOCA cap to $675 million and include no new or expanded earmarks.  Congress must also protect the balance of the VOCA Fund for future generations.
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