SAMPLE LETTER for Local Domestic Violence Programs for FY 2008 APPROPRIATIONS 


Date
The Honorable {First Name Last Name}
United States Senate/House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20510/20515

 

Dear {Senator/Representative Last Name},
In the past, Congress has responded positively and effectively to help end domestic violence in our communities by funding domestic violence services and crime victim compensation programs. In recent years the success of these programs has resulted in a growing demand for these crucial life-saving services.  However, this increased demand coincides with budget cuts that have crippled many local service programs. 
Since its original passage in 1994, VAWA has provided a community-based response to domestic violence by funding criminal justice and life-saving victim’s services nationwide. VAWA is more than good social policy; it is also good fiscal policy. The original VAWA saved nearly $14.8 billion in net averted social costs in its first five years. FULL FUNDING for ALL VAWA PROGRAMS is a crucial investment in our communities, one that saves both lives and money.  

The Department of Justice is responsible for maintaining our nation’s commitment to victims and to make additional gains by implementing new VAWA programs, including those that help break the cycle of violence through services to children and other prevention efforts; provide critical services to sexual assault victims; meet the needs of youth experiencing violence; support the justice system and train police, judges, and prosecutors; provide resources for Native communities and communities of color; and assist employers.  
Unfortunately, the President’s Budget Request for the Department of Justice proposes eliminating the individual VAWA grant programs by consolidating them into one competitive block grant. In reauthorizing VAWA 2005, Congress made clear its intent to fund individual grant programs with specific eligible entities and uses of funds.  We urge you to reject the President’s block-grant proposal and maintain the individual VAWA line-items in the Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations bill.
The Department of Health and Human Services programs are similarly critical. The Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA) funds critical emergency crisis shelter and services for victims and their children. VAWA programs in HHS provide training of health care providers, reduce homelessness, and help stop domestic abuse and sexual assault before it starts.  

We urge you to fully fund the VAWA programs in the Department of Health and Human Services at the authorized level of $320 million and fund the Department of Justice VAWA programs at the authorized level of $683 million.  For your convenience, we have attached a list of VAWA programs in the Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations bill, and the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill.
[Insert information about the services your program provides.]
Without full funding for VAWA programs, victims in [your city and/or state] cannot access the services they need to escape from violence. The continued support of Congress is crucial to helping victims and their children find safety and security and build self-sufficiency. I urge you to support full funding in the FY ’08 Congressional Budget for VAWA programs.
We look forward to working with you on these important issues. If you have any questions or need additional information, feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Your Name

Organization
Commerce, Justice, Science Budget
(requests in millions of dollars)

Department of Justice, 
Office on Violence Against Women 


Program Request
President’s Request

Violence Against Women Prevention and Prosecution Programs

STOP Grants  (Grants to Combat Violence Against Women)
$225



?
Transitional Housing Assistance




$40



?



Grants to Encourage Arrest Policies



$75



?

Rural Domestic Violence Assistance Grants


$55



?
Violence on College Campuses




$15



?

Civil Legal Assistance





$65



?
Elder Abuse Grant Program [formerly Elder & Disabled Women]
$10



?


Safe Haven Project






$20



?
Education & Training for Disabled Female Victims

$10



?

Court-Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA; Special Advocates)





$12



?
Training Programs to Assist Probation and Parole Officers
$5



?
Stalking Database






$3



?
Court Training and Improvements




$5 



?
Privacy Protections for Victims 




$5



? 

Analysis and Research on Violence Against Indian Women  
$1



?
Tracking of Violence Against Indian Women 


$1



?
Federal Victim Assistants 





$1



?
Law Enforcement Training (Trafficking) 



$10



?
Sexual Assault Services Program 




$50



?
Combating Violence Against Women in Public Housing 

$10



?
National Resource Center on Workplace Responses 

$1



?
Services to Advocate for and Respond to Youth


$15



?
Combating Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual 

     Assault, and Stalking in Middle and High Schools 

     (Supporting Teens through Education and Protection)

$5



?
Access to Justice for Youth 





$5



?
Assisting Children and Youth Exposed to Violence 

$20



?
Engaging Men and Youth in Prevention 



$10



?
Curricula and Pilot Projects for Home Visitation Programs
$7



?
Grants for Outreach to Underserved Communities

$2



?
Total








$683



$3701
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Budget
(requests in millions of dollars)









Program Requests

President’s Request

Department of Health and Human Services

Children and Families Services Programs

Family Violence Prevention and Services and 

     Battered Women’s Shelters 

     (Battered Women’s Shelters Program)



$175



$125

National Domestic Violence Hotline



$3.5



$3

Transitional Housing





$25



$0

Increasing the Long-Term Stability of Victims  


$10



$0
Training and Collaboration on the Intersection between 

     Domestic Violence and Child Maltreatment

     (Greenbook Project)





$5



$0
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Environmental Health and Injury

Rape Prevention Education





$80



$43.4

Community Initiatives to Prevent Abuse



$6



$5.2

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Fostering Public Health Responses to Domestic Violence, 

 Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, and Stalking 


$5



$0
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control
Study Conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

     (Research on Effective Prevention)



$2



$0
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
Research on Effective Interventions in the Healthcare Setting
     (Research on Effective Interventions to Address 
     Violence Against Women) 




 $5



$0
Indian Health Service and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Analysis and Research on Violence Against Indian Women 
$0.5



$0
Health Resources and Services Administration

Training and Education of Health Professionals
     (Interdisciplinary Training and Education on 

     Domestic Violence)





$3



$0















� The Administration’s FY 2008 budget requests $370 million to consolidate all CJS programs and funding into one competitive block grant. 
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