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It is our mission to provide current information on the latest national legislation affecting the domestic violence community. 
This newsletter is designed to provide you with policy updates, calls to action, links to useful resources, and other valuable 
information. This newsletter is in addition to the critical policy action alerts NCADV already circulates to the community. By 
staying actively involved and informed, you can help us in our effort to enact effective domestic violence legislation. Please 
feel free to forward this information to your colleagues and community.  

WELCOME BACK TO THE NEW NCADV PUBLIC POLICY LIST SERVE!!! Unfortunately, the 
company that hosted the original NCADV Public Policy List Serve suffered a catastrophic fatal 
disk error, making the list serve inoperable for the last two months. Additionally, the entire 
database of list serve subscribers was wiped out. We apologize both for the lack of information 
that has been coming from our office and any lost email addresses we have been unable to 
salvage.  

PLEASE FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER ALONG TO YOUR FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES 
IN THE FIELD AND ENCOURAGE THEM TO RESUBSCRIBE IN ORDER TO STAY UP TO 
DATE ON THE LATEST NEWS AND INFORMATION ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PUBLIC 
POLICY.  

If you have been subscribed to this list serve and you wish not to be, simply click the opt-out link 
at the bottom of the newsletter. Again, the NCADV Public Policy Office apologizes for any 
inconvenience and thanks you for your patience. To subscribe to the NCADV Public Policy List 
Serve, send an email to publicpolicy@ncadv.org with “subscribe” in the subject line and your email 
address in the body of the email.  
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We need your help to ensure the Violence Against Women Act is finalized before Congress 
adjurns for the winter recess, which is scheduled to start in a few short weeks. Call your 
Members of Congress TODAY and tell them to send a finalized version of VAWA to the 
President before the winter recess. Although versions of the VAWA have been passed in both the 



House and Senate, we still have to work to do in the conference process. Your Members need to 
HEAR FROM YOU in order make reauthorization happen before the end of the year.��

To find your Member’s contact information and phone number, visit www.house.gov, 
www.senate.gov, or www.congress.org or call the U.S. Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121 and 
ask for your Senators and Representative.��

Sample Phone Script As one of the Senator's ______/Representative's______ constituents, I'm 
calling to thank the Senator/Representative for all his/her work on the Violence Against Women 
Act and encourage the Senator/Representative to continue to support VAWA reauthorization. 
Although versions of VAWA have been passed in both the House and the Senate, it is crucial this 
valuable piece remain a legislative priority. It is essential that VAWA be passed before the end of 
the year and that a finalized version of the bill be sent to the President before the Congressional 
Winter Recess. If VAWA is not reauthorized this year, offices and programs may have to lay off 
workers and lives could be lost. VAWA is too important to not be reauthorized before the end of 
the year. I urge the Senator/Representative to continue to support VAWA and ensure that this 
critical piece of legislation is sent to the President immediately. �
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On September 28, the House of Representatives passed the Department of Justice 
Reauthorization bill H.R. 3402 by a vote of 415-4. The Department of Justice bill contained many 
DOJ VAWA provisions but did not include any non- judiciary provisions. A Manager’s Amendment 
was approved by 225-119 votes and included 10 amendments to the bill. Click HERE to view the 
amendments. On October 4th, the Senate passed VAWA bill S. 1197 by unanimous consent. Now 
that a version of the bill has been passed in both the House and Senate, the bills move to the 
conference committee process where differences between the bills will be reconciled. NCADV is 
closely monitoring this process and will keep the field updated with the latest developments.��

Congressional staffers are working diligently to ensure that VAWA remains a legislative priority, 
and we encourage all advocates to thank their Members of Congress and staff for all their hard 
work on VAWA. It is our hope to have a final bill signed by the President before the winter recess 
which is scheduled to start in December. Visit the NCADV VAWA 2005 page for all the latest news 
on the reauthorization.��

NCADV would like to thank all the advocates for their hard work over the last few months on the 
VAWA reauthorization effort. Your phone calls, letters, congressional visits, and community 
activities are what is making this reauthorization possible. Your Members of Congress hear you!!!��
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On November 3rd, Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) introduced the Victims of Violence 
Confidentiality Act, H.R. 4225, an amendment to the Help America Vote Act of 2002. The 
proposed legislation would require states to keep confidential the address of any registered voter 
who has a protective order protecting him/her from domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking. 



The legislation also applies to anyone who has an affidavit stating that he/she is a victim of one of 
those crimes. The Act also keeps confidential the address of any registered voter, such as a son 
or daughter, who is living with the victim.��

Congresswoman DeLauro learned during last year's election that many victims of violence fear 
registering to vote because their abusers could locate them through voter rolls. "Victims of 
violence have already experience trauma, and should not be further terrorized by the possibility 
that their abuser can obtain contact information through voter rolls," said DeLauro. "States must 
keep voter registration lists confidential so that the democratic process is not out of reach for 
victims of violence."��
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The Federal Housing Finance Reform Act, H.R. 1461, passed on October 26th by a vote of 331-
to-90 with the Nonprofit Gag Provision intact. This provision disqualifies nonprofits from receiving 
money from a new Affordable Housing Fund if they have engaged in voter registration, 
nonpartisan voter participation activities, or lobbying. Organizations are prohibited from receiving 
funding even if they use their own private funds to engage in the aforementioned activities.��

As some Representatives pointed out during debate, this provision has dangerous implications. 
Nonprofit organizations are currently permitted to use private funding to lobby and engage in non-
partisan election activities provided they do not use federal funding for such activities. The new 
provision would force organizations to choose between receiving Affordable Housing Fund money 
and participating in political activities. The bill excludes faith-based groups from receiving funds 
under the Affordable Housing Fund because their “primary purpose” is not related to housing as 
the bill requires. Furthermore, the bill adversely effects organizations involved in nonpartisan voter 
participation activities, which represent underserved populations traditionally underrepresented in 
government. The bill must still pass the Senate before the Nonprofit Gag Rule becomes law. To 
find out more details about this provision visit the OMB Watch Resource Center.��
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On October 26, the Senate approved, by unanimous consent, resolution S. Res. 282 supporting 
the goals and ideals of National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. The House approved a 
similar resolution H. Con. Res. 209 on September 28. The resolution, sponsored by Senator Biden 
(D-DE) commemorated the 11th anniversary of the passage of the Violence Against Women Act 
and noted the Senate's recent passage of VAWA 2005, S. 1197. Among the findings in the 
resolution declaring October 2005 as Domestic Violence Awareness Month were:  

·  Sixty-four percent of women have reported being raped, physically assaulted, or stalked 
by their current or former intimate partner;  

·  Women who have been abused are much more likely to suffer from chronic pain, 
diabetes, depression, unintended pregnancies, substance abuse, and sexually 
transmitted infections, including HIV/AIDS;  

·  Each year, about 342,000 pregnant women in the United States are battered by the men 
in their lives, leading to pregnancy complications such as low- weight gain, anemia, 
infections, and first and second trimester bleeding; and  



·  The need to increase the public awareness and understanding of domestic violence and 
the needs of battered women and their children continues to exist;  

As part of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, NCADV was a proud co-sponsor of a children’s 
art exhibit and reception to honor the late Senator Paul and Sheila Wellstone on October 19th. 
The exhibit, in the Rotunda of the Russell Senate building, was organized by the Sheila Wellstone 
Institute to carry on Sheila Wellstone’s tradition of Domestic Violence Awareness Month events. 
On display was artwork created by child witnesses of domestic violence. The artwork was 
provided by the Lighthouse of Wayne County, a domestic violence and sexual assault community 
program in North Carolina. With over 100 guests in attendance, the reception following the exhibit 
included remarks from Senate Minority Leader Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-NY), 
Sen. Mark Dayton (D-MN), Sen. Mike DeWine (R-OH), Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), Rep. Jim 
Ramstad (R-MN), and Rep. Dave Reichert (R-WA). Speakers discussed fond memories of the 
Wellstones as well as the importance of VAWA reauthorization.��
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recently released the results of a study 
that identifies the healthcare costs and impact of domestic violence incidents. The studywas co- 
authored by Ileana Arias, Ph.D., director of CDC's National Center for Injury Prevention and 
Control, and published in the journal Violence and Victims. The study found the health care costs 
associated with each incident were $948 in cases where women were the victims and $387 in 
cases where men were the victims. The study also found that domestic violence against women 
results in more emergency room visits and inpatient hospitalizations, including greater use of 
physician services than domestic violence where men are the victims. CDC researchers 
determined healthcare costs by looking at mental health services; the use of medical services 
such as emergency departments, inpatient hospitals, and physician services; and losses in 
productivity such as time off from work, childcare or household duties because of injuries. The 
average medical cost for women victimized by physical domestic violence was $483 compared to 
$83 for men; mental health services costs for women was $207 compared to $80 for men; while 
productivity losses were similar at $257 for women and $224 for men.� 
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The NCADV Public Policy Office accepting applications for spring 2006 internships. Interns 
monitor and analyze legislation, participate in lobby visits and strategy sessions in coalition with 
national organizations, draft legislative updates and alerts, attend Congressional hearings and 
press conferences, and respond to technical assistance requests from policy-makers and 
members. Interns will also be responsible for helping organize our National Lobby Day. This 
involves drafting and organizing lobbying materials, scheduling congressional appointments, 
meeting with Members of Congress, and planning and attending a variety of events throughout the 
week. All interested applicants should send a resume, cover letter, brief writing sample, transcript 
(unofficial is fine), and two references to publicpolicy@ncadv.org or faxed to (202) 745- 0088. All 
inquiries should be made to Jen Winkelman. The deadline is November 11, 2005.��

The National Women’s Law Center is now accepting applications for its second class of the 



Progressive Leadership and Advocacy Network (PLAN) program in an effort to connect and 
support a diverse group of emerging advocacy leaders nationwide working on issues that affect 
low-income women and their families. The 2006 class of PLAN will bring together up-and-coming 
advocates who have demonstrated a commitment to working in a professional capacity on issues 
impacting low-income women and help these leaders develop the skills and networks necessary 
to take their advocacy to new heights of effectiveness. For more information about cost, 
scholarships and how to apply, CLICK HERE. The deadline is December 10, 2005.��
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NCADV CONFERENCE - JULY 9-12, 2006. The NCADV National Domestic Violence Conference 
will be held in Atlanta, Georgia July 9-12, 2006. Visit the NCADV 2006 Conference Web Page to 
find information regarding the agenda, accommodations, and work shop proposal and 
submissions. Click HERE to download a conference registration form. All questions should be 
directed to conference@ncadv.org��
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The Public Policy Office of the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV) is a national leader in the effort to 
create and influence Federal legislation that positively affects the lives of domestic violence victims and children. We work 
closely with advocates at the local, state and national level to identify the issues facing domestic violence victims, their 
children and the people who serve them and to develop a legislative agenda to address these issues. NCADV welcomes 
you to join us in our effort to end domestic violence.� 

publicpolicy@ncadv.org   

You can subscribe to the NCADV Public Policy Newsletter by 
sending and email to publicpolicy@ncadv.org with "subscribe" in 
the subject line and your email address in the body of the text. You 
can also contact our office at (202) 745-1211.   
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