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[INSERT NAME/ADDRESS] 
[January  2010]
[Dear Member of Congress:]  

Re: Co-sponsoring H.R. 4116 – a bill to reauthorize the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act 
The National Task Force to End Sexual and Domestic Violence is a coalition of thousands of national, state and local organizations and individuals who work with, care for, and promote the rights of victims of violence.  We have worked together for almost two decades and are dedicated to preventing stalking and domestic, sexual and dating violence through public awareness and legislative initiatives.  We are writing to urge you to co-sponsor H.R. 4116, a bill to reauthorize the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA).  FVPSA is the only federal funding source directly dedicated to domestic violence shelters and services.  
However, FVPSA expired in the fall of 2008 and it is essential that Congress work to swiftly reauthorize this program to ensure that victims can continue to access lifesaving services when they flee from abuse.   

H.R. 4116 was introduced in November 2009 by Representatives Gwen Moore (D-WI), Aaron Schock (R-IL), Gregorio Sablan (I-MP) and Judy Biggert (R-IL) and currently has over 50 bi-partisan co-sponsors.  Please consider adding your name to this important initiative – for the sake of your constituents who need community services as they escape violence, and for the millions of victims and survivors all across our nation.

Improvements to FVPSA include:   

· Resources to address the unique needs of underserved and marginalized communities;

· Provisions to increase the capacity of the National Domestic Violence Hotline to allow services and outreach to youth victims of dating violence; 

· An expanded emphasis on prevention; and 

· Dedicated resources to meet the needs of children exposed to domestic violence, which will help break the cycle of violence. 

Domestic violence is not just a crime; it is a public health crisis that leads to chronic physical and emotional health conditions, disabilities, lost work time, frequent trips to the emergency room and, all too often, serious injury or death.  One in four women has been beaten or raped by a husband, boyfriend or partner in her lifetime and 15.5 million children are exposed to domestic violence every year.  Each day in this country, an average of three women are killed by a current or former intimate partner.  It is impossible to ignore the devastating impact that domestic violence has on every single one of our communities.  
But there is hope – since it was first authorized in 1984, FVPSA has been intervening in and preventing domestic violence in millions of families experiencing this crisis.  FVPSA-funded programs are at the heart of our nation’s response to domestic violence – providing lifesaving services such as emergency shelter, hotline support, counseling, safety planning, legal assistance, advocacy, and primary and secondary prevention.  These services save victims’ lives in immediate crisis and provide the comprehensive support victims need to put their lives back together.  A recently released multi-state study shows conclusively that the nation’s domestic violence shelters are addressing both urgent and long-term needs of victims of violence, and are helping victims protect themselves and their children.

FVPSA must be reauthorized to continue to meet the needs of victims fleeing life-threatening situations, prevent domestic violence homicides and break the cycle of violence.  Reauthorizing FVPSA presents an exciting opportunity to stop violence before it starts and meet the needs of underserved communities while continuing proven, successful strategies.  Our nation depends on your leadership and we urge you to prioritize the reauthorization of this critical bill.  To co-sponsor H.R. 4116, please contact Representative Gwen Moore’s staff Rebecca Mark (Rebecca.mark@mail.house.gov) or Andrew Stevens (Andrew.stevens@mail.house.gov) at 202.225.4572.     

Sincerely, 
American Humane Association 

American Psychological Association 

Break the Cycle 

Casa de Esperanza 

Family Violence Prevention Fund  

Jewish Women International 

Legal Momentum 

National Alliance to End Sexual Violence 
National Center on Domestic Violence, Trauma & Mental Health
National Center for Victims of Crime 

National Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

National Congress of American Indians/Task Force on Violence Against Women

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 

National Council of Jewish Women 

National Domestic Violence Hotline 

National Latino Alliance for the Elimination of Domestic Violence/Alianza

National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty 

National Network to End Domestic Violence 
National Organization of Sisters of Color Ending Sexual Assault 

Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence/National Resource Center on Domestic Violence 
The Rebecca Project for Human Rights

Sheila Wellstone Institute 

Stop Family Violence 

Women of Color Network 

YWCA USA 
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