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The Coleman-Domenici amendment prevents state and local government from ensuring abused women can seek the aid of law enforcement in their communities and endangers the lives of immigrant victims of domestic violence. This amendment overrides local policies that protect the confidentiality of crime victims’ immigration status.
· This amendment aids abusers and enhances their ability to isolate women by making them fear police protection.

· Abusers often threaten immigrant women with deportation, threatening to tear them from their children, in an attempt to cut them off from police aid.

· Attempting to control a battered woman by isolating her from help is a common tool of abusers. 

· Victims of domestic violence who are dependent on their spouses’ immigration status are often scared to contact the police out of fear of being deported.  

· This amendment will shut victims of domestic violence off from police protection and increase the abusive power of fear trapping them in a violent situation.

· State and local governments are in the best position to determine the law enforcement policies that will best protect our communities.
· This amendment ties their hands when they want to ensure battered women have access to police protection.

· Immigrant witnesses to domestic violence would also be deterred from reporting domestic violence they have seen because their immigration status would be jeopardized.

· Many local and state governments have determined that a policy of separating immigration enforcement from policing activity results in safer communities for all of us.

· Law enforcement fighting crimes against immigrants and citizens would be hindered if all immigrants are afraid to work with local police departments.

VOTE NO on the Coleman Amendment and ensure that battered women are able to go to local law enforcement without added fear of deportation.
