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Steps to Take to Change Your Social Security Number
Before you consider changing your social security number, NCADV recommends contacting a local domestic violence program for support and a probate attorney to attain legal advice.  Survivors should carefully consider all other options to protect their identity before applying for a new social security number.
Changing your social security number has inherent risks.  Your new number is still susceptible to fraud.  The social security administration maintains a link from your old number to your new one so that you won’t lose your retirement benefits.  Also, NCADV has received reports from survivors that the credit bureaus have also starting linking old and new numbers together if they learn they belong to the same person.  A new social security number means losing your credit, employment, education and housing histories, which can make the process of self-sufficiency extremely difficult.
In 1998, the Social Security Administration (SSA) changed their rules and started to allow survivors of domestic violence to apply for a new number.  Survivors do not need to document that the abuser misused their social security number to commit fraud or used their number to harass, threaten or stalk them.  The SSA acknowledges that abusers may begin to misuse a survivor’s number at any time.  

All requests for changes to social security numbers must be done in person at a local social security office.  Contact the Social Security Administration at 1-800-772-1213 to find the social security office nearest to you.  Individuals at the local offices should be able to assist you with the paperwork and documentation.  You will need documentation of your current identity, as well as documentation linking your current identity to any past identities.
Although survivors do not have to prove that the abuser misused their social security number, they must provide documentation of the abuse in the relationship.  This can come from a variety of sources such as police reports, medical reports, restraining orders, letters from domestic violence programs or counselors or letters from friends, family or someone who has knowledge of the abuse.

The Social Security Administration recommends a name change prior to applying for a new social security number.  Individuals should contact their local probate court for more information on name change procedures.  The social security administration and local judges may not grant a new social security number or names changes to someone who has an open divorce or child custody case, pending criminal charges, a criminal history or to someone who is suspected of changing their number to escape creditors.  Individuals considering a name change should be aware that they will lose their current identification cards and will have difficulty in obtaining a new passport.
