
 

The Lethality Assessment Program (LAP), currently a program for first responders, represents an opportunity born 
from three bodies of significant research by Dr. Jacquelyn Campbell, of The Johns Hopkins University School of  
Nursing, spanning 25 years: 1) only 4 percent of domestic violence murder victims nationwide had ever availed  
themselves of domestic violence program services; 2) in 50% of domestic violence-related homicides, officers had  
previously responded to a call on the scene; and 3) the re-assault of domestic violence victims in high danger was  
reduced by 60% if they went into shelter. The goal of the LAP is to prevent domestic violence homicides, serious  
injury, and re-assault by encouraging more victims to utilize the support and shelter services of domestic violence  
programs. 
 
The LAP is a two-pronged intervention process that features a research-based lethality screening tool and an  
accompanying protocol referral that provides direction for officers to initiate appropriate action based on the results of 
the screening process. The process begins when an officer arrives at the scene of a domestic violence call. The officer 
will assess the situation.  When the standards that indicate danger are met, the officer will ask the victim to answer a 
series of eleven questions from the “Lethality Screen for First Responders.”   
 
If the victim’s response to the questions indicates an increased risk for homicide, the officer initiates a protocol referral 
by privately telling the victim she/he is in danger and that in situations similar to the victim’s, people have been killed. 
The officer makes a phone call to a domestic violence hotline and proceeds with one of two responses to address the 
immediate safety. 
 
Response #1: When the victim chooses not to speak with the hotline counselor. The officer reviews the 
factors that are predictive of death so the victim can be on the lookout for them, encourages the victim to contact the  
domestic violence program, provides the victim with referral information, and may follow other protocol measures  
designed to address the victim’s safety and well-being. 
 

Response #2: When the victim chooses to speak with the hotline counselor. The officer responds to the  
outcome of the telephone conversation between the victim and the counselor, and the officer or law enforcement 
agency may participate in coordinated safety planning with the victim and the counselor.  After having spoken to a  
hotline counselor at their local domestic violence services program, the victim may or may not seek further assistance.  
 
To the best of our knowledge, the LAP is the only lethality assessment program in the nation that makes use of a  
research-based screening tool and accompanying referral protocol, which “takes the approach to a more sophisticated 
level of application,” according to Dr. Bill Lewinski, executive director of the Force Science Research Center. It  
enables law enforcement and domestic violence programs to work hand-in-hand to actively engage high-risk victims 
who are, otherwise, unlikely to seek the support of domestic violence intervention services.  
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