The Honorable First_Name Last_Name
United States Senate

                 -or-  United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20510


 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator or Representative;

I am writing to request your support for urgently needed funding to provide services for victims of domestic violence and their children.  

Our program {program name} served {X number} of victim last year, and the demand for services continues to grow.  {ADD LOCAL INFORMATION OR PERSONAL STORIES and describe what services your program provides.}  
We need your support to continue to serve the growing number of families who are reaching out for help.  We are asking you to work to ensure adequate funding for these important federal programs:

· The Battered Women Shelter and Services program in the Federal Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA) is currently funded at just $126.4 million – nearly $50 million less than is authorized.  Increased funding would provide life-saving services for battered women and new programs for their children.  Please support a modest increase in appropriations for FVPSA to $150 million in the FY 2005 Federal Budget for the Department of Health and Human Services.

· Funding for Grants to Combat Violence Against Women in the Department of Justice – grants that are distributed to every state in the country – was cut by $16.2 million in the 2004 Federal Budget.  These cuts will affect the law enforcement and prosecution response to domestic violence and sexual assault, and will hurt the efforts to provide safety in our community. 

· The President’s Budget Request and the House Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations bill would lead to further cuts by placing transitional housing, a desperately needed and separately authorized program, as an earmark out of Grants to Combat Violence Against Women.  These funds should be restored to the full funding levels that Congress had supported in previous years -- $185 million.  Transitional housing should be given its own $15 million line item, as was done in the FY 2004 Federal Budget.

· The Victims of Crime Act Fund (VOCA) has suffered from funding cuts over the past several years.  These funds provide services to victims of a wide range of crimes, including domestic violence, child abuse and sexual assault.   Our program has suffered {funding cuts, cuts to staff or services, etc.} as a result.  Fortunately, we understand that the President’s proposed budget for FY ‘05 corrects this problem by raising the VOCA funding cap to $675 million.  We urge you to support the President’s funding request and ensure that these additional funds are available to support victim assistance programs.

Thank you so much for your commitment to helping victims of domestic violence.  Your support is truly essential to families in our community.

Sincerely,

{Your Name}

