NCADV's 11th National Domestic Violence Conference, "Radical Organizing for Change" (July 11 - 14, 2004) was an opportunity for networking, dialoguing and critical analysis that was not to be missed! Over 1,000 participants, presenters, vendors and exhibitors from 48 states, the District of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, Canada, Pakistan and the Virgin Islands experienced nearly a week of events to re-engage, re-energize and renew spirits in our work to end violence against women. Participants reflected upon the conference and said: 

· “The plenary sessions were excellent about reminding us where the movement come from and where it needs to go.” 

· “NCADV always infuses me with a does of energy to continue this work.” 

· “The conference was a wonderful opportunity to experience the cutting edge work and passion of people working together to address violence.” 

· “This conference emphasized activism and articulated the connections between oppressions.” 

· “I came away feeling informed, rejuvenated, validated and connected.” 

· “It was a wonderful experience and a refreshing opportunity to get grounded and remember the importance of our work.” 

· “The conference theme is bold and timely. It brought out the radicals among us.”
Our Native sisters led the opening ceremony of the conference and honored the land that held the conference events. To set the stage of engaging in critical analysis, the opening plenary featured a panel discussing Restorative Justice. Each consecutive plenary - Human Trafficking, War & Rape Culture and the Prison Industrial Complect, and Women of Color in the Global Economy, made connections between our anti-domestic violence work and anti-oppression work worldwide. It is through bridging these connections that communities will organize for change.

Continuing to answer how we can truly organize for change, the conference featured nearly 100 workshops. NCADV carefully selects each workshop to reflect the conference theme and the presenters’ abilities to connect the issue of domestic violence to larger oppression issues. The workshops grappled such topics as: A Critical Retrospective of the Battered Women’s Movement; Building Bridges between the Domestic Violence and Disabilities Movements; Women’s Violence & Women’s Resistance; Connections between HIV & Domestic Violence; Respectful Yet Ferocious Advocacy; Voice of Men; Supervised Visitation Centers; Teen Dating Violence; Why Battered Women are Arrested; Domestic Violence as Human Rights and many, many more.

In an effort to reflect upon our work, NCADV honored Susan Schechter and Sandra Comancho, two-long time advocates in the domestic violence movement who passed away in 2004 in a commemorative ceremony that didn’t leave a dry eye in the house. NCADV also paid tribute to women in Colorado who were killed in 2004 due to domestic violence.

The 2004 conference also featured a unique research track. Workshops in the research focused on building partnerships between communities and academic research. The track featured highlights of research projects from across the country such as: Using Technology to Bring Activists and Researchers Together; Research and Evaluation in an Inner-City Domestic Violence Shelter; and Enhancing Community Responses to Ending Domestic Violence and Child Abuse. The Denver-based Domestic Violence Research and Action Coaltion sponsored the research track workshops. 

NCADV is grateful to everyone who contributed to the conference and would like to recognize our generous contributors and sponsors: The Body Shop, Anne O’Dell, Avon, The Country Buffet, Coors Brewing Company and Mary Kay Cosmetics. Special thanks goes to The Colorado Coalition Against Domestic Violence who graciously hosted the opening reception. NCADV could not have organized the conference without the tireless efforts of our conference volunteers and would like to acknowledge the contributions of: Lee Carroll, Todd Englund, Renissa Rowena and Kim Wiley.
Past Conferences 
· 1980 – Washington, DC 

· 1982 – Milwaukee, WI 

· 1986 – St. Louis, MO 

· 1988 – Bringing the Vision Home Seattle, WA 

· 1990 – Amherst, MA 

· 1994 – Many Voices, One Vision St. Paul, MN 

· 1996 – Remember and Act Charleston, SC 

· 1998 – Heart, Hands, Roots, Wings Denver, CO 

· 2000 – Envisioning Our Future: Peace with Justice Portland, OR 

· 2002 – The “Herstory” of Our Future: Creating Social Change Kissimmee, FL 

· 2004 – Radical Organizing for Change Denver, CO 
